JOHN   FISHER
declared on his life and the salvation of his soul that he would
stand by the validity of the marriage, and he alluded
pointedly to John the Baptist, ee who had thought it
impossible to die more gloriously than in the cause of
marriage.35 For a long time now the Bishop had kept in his
private chapel at Rochester an image of the head of the
Baptist. Henry was angered to the point of writing an
answer, full of unbridled abuse against the Bishop. The
King made one telling point in his answer, that it was
Fisher's duty "as a religious and obedient prelate to
acquiesce in the sentence of his holiness, who had sent judges
here, admitting the necessity of the case, rather than thus
accuse the Pope of levity, as if the cause which he had
remitted here for decision was so clear, easy and obviousv
that it was folly to call it in question."
To the margin of the MS. of this address is Fisher's com-
ment: " It is not obvious to all, but only to those who are
compelled to study it.35
The attempted trial came to nothing, and Pope Clement
recalled the case to Rome. The failure of Wolsey led to his
disgrace, and at the end of the same year a Parliament was
called and the royal attack on the clergy began. They were
made to buy, for a huge sum, pardon for having acknowledged
Wolsey as Legate, against the old statute forbidding the
exercising of legatine authority. The laity, who had been
equally guilty, were pardoned, and the clergy gained nothing
by their instant submission, for they were required to
acknowledge the King as supreme Head of the Church of
England. When this demand came before Convocation in
1531, Fisher heartened them to resist, but Henry threatened
and cajoled, and with a face-saving formula " as far as the
law of God allows " the declaration was made. At first the
clergy were thinking in terms of their jurisdiction and its
supersession by that of the King's courts, and the question
of the Pope's authority did not arise till the following year.
Fisher accepted the saving clause and the new title for the
King, but with great reluctance and misgivings. He was
the leader among the Bishops of those who stood by Queen
Catherine and so against the new legislation. He preached
in favour of the Queen-in June 1532, and spoke against
Henry's Acts forbidding appeals to Rome in 1533.
But the divorce would wait no longer, for Anne Boleyn's
child, the Princess Elizabeth, was nearing birth. Henry had
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